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Thursday Evening, April 13th at 7 pm 

The Maundy Thursday Service is a deeply

moving worship service in which 

we remember and celebrate the 

final supper Jesus shared with his 

disciples, as well as share with our 

risen Lord a foretaste of the heav-

enly banquet.  Maundy is from the 

Latin, mandatum, which means 

commandment. “I give you a new 

commandment.” (John 13:34) 

Childcare available upon request. 

Photo by  

Jim Whitehead 

Sunday, April 9th 

Panake Breakfast  
Beginning at 9 am in the 

Fellowship Hall  

hosted by the  

Men in the Church. 

   Nothing seems to say “SPRING!” like a field of daffodils and a hillside of redbud 

trees bursting forth in all their glory. There is something comforting about knowing 

that springtime has finally arrived in grand fashion. I am always comforted by God’s 

handiwork and inspired by the signs of new life that greet us each day. 

   So often it is the in-between times in our lives that are most memorable as well as 

the most challenging—-times in which the seasons of our lives change; times when 

new circumstances arise and we may have to risk poking our heads up to see what 

new thing God has in store for us. And yet how tempting it is sometimes to just want 

to hold on to the safe and familiar, even when in our heart of hearts we know that 

God has our best interest in mind.  

   For the past few weeks we in the church have been on a journey during season of 

Lent—a time of reflection and repentance and prayer prior to the glory of Easter and 

new life. Easter reminds us that even in the midst of death and despair, there is 

hope. I give God all glory and praise for the spiritual richness of our Lenten season 

including Palm/Passion Sunday worship service and the celebration of the Last Sup-

per on Maundy Thursday.  

   I also look forward to our service on Easter Sunday and its testimony to the resur-

rection and the love of God we experience in our risen Lord and Savior. I hope you 

will join me and your church family as we experience God’s everlasting love together 

in worship, fellowship, study and service. 

Blessings, 

Miki 



Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through the  

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering to bring God’s love to those experiencing need. Cata-

strophic storms, mudslides, earthquakes and wildfires; war and political uprisings in Europe, 

Asia, Africa and across the globe; and stories of disasters, hunger, poverty, and other trage-

dies fill our newspapers and television screens on a daily basis. With such stories, it is easy to 

become disheartened and experience compassion fatigue. And yet through abundant and 

generous gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, Presbyterians have for years faithfully heeded 

God’s call to serve people seeking to reclaim and restore their lives. 
 

Where does the money go? Your gift to this offering allows Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to restore communi-

ties around the world affected by disaster, including those still recovering from wildfires in our area and beyond, 

hurricanes, tornadoes and floods in our country. It helps the Presbyterian Hunger Program work with Presbyterians 

and other partners to alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes in this country and internationally. This annual of-

fering also makes it possible for Self-Development of People to affirm the dignity of all by assisting in empower-

ment of economically poor, oppressed, and disadvantages people. The Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36 

percent of undesignated One Great Hour of Sharing gifts, while the Self-Development of People and Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance each receive 32 percent. 
 

This Easter I hope you will join me in giving generously to this compassionate, life-saving and life-renewing ministry 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA). May the blessing , love and grace of our Lord and Savior be with you during this 

holy season of Lent and Eastertide.             Yours in Christ,  Miki    

Witness to the Resurrection - Easter Sunday 
 

   It often feels like we live in a Good Friday world. We feel entombed in darkness and we 

struggle to hold on to the promise of the resurrection.  
 

   And yet, look around. God’s creation is proclaiming “Hallelujah!” Hope abounds. The trees 

and flowers are bearing witness to new life.  
 

   Poet Ann Weems speaks of this when she writes:  

 “Easter comes. The shroud that covered the world is destroyed; for our God  

 has swallowed death. We shall no longer look for him among the dead. 
 

 He calls to us to follow, to believe in our hearts that the people of the world will 

 someday love one another. Really love one another. If we believe, we know that  

 that is not a naïve hope, but God’s promise. We shall not die, but we will live in him who died for us. 
 

   On Easter morning and on every morning, let us in chorus sing: “This is the day the Lord has made; Let us re-

joice and be glad in it!” And then with Mary, let us run to tell the others: We have seen  

Jesus!”                   Invite someone to join you for worship this Easter Sunday-, April 16th  at 10:30 am. 

Once again the youth of our congregation will be hosting the  

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
for the children of our church family and friends in our area. The youth will be fill-

ing the colorful plastic eggs on Palm Sunday after the breakfast and worship ser-

vice and invite folks to help with this project.  
 

Donations of candy are always welcome but this year we are inviting our congregation to donate items 

that the children can redeem with the “coins” in their Easter eggs. Small toys and novelty items can be 

purchased at the Dollar Store, Party City, Target  and the like. Please bring your items by April 9th or drop 

them by the church office. 
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The Latest from the Adult Studies Class 

Soul Survivor – How Thirteen Unlikely Mentors Helped My Faith Survive the Church 

is a “spiritual autobiography” by Philip Yancey, a prominent Christianity Today col-

umnist.   
 

Yancey reveals how he managed to survive spiritually despite early encounters with a racist, legalistic reli-

gion he now views as almost cultic?  In Soul Survivor, he tells the story of his own struggle to reclaim be-

lief, powerfully rendering his own experiences among those of several notable figures whom he calls his 

spiritual directors.  He shares the difference they made in his life, and how he changed because of his 

contact direct or indirect with them. 
 

Soul Survivor is Yancey’s tribute to thirteen remarkable individuals, mentors who transformed his life and 

work.  These luminous spiritual guides include such notables as Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, 

Jr., Annie Dillard, Frederic Buechner, Henri Nouwen, and C. Everett Koop. Ultimately Yancey challenges us 

to pause for a minute of silence and think about all those who helped us become who we are today.   
 

You are invited to join the “Monday Connection” Sunday School class in the facilitated discussion of 

Yancey’s book.  The class meets at 9:30 a.m. in the room across from Fellowship Hall.   

We are now taking orders 

for the Easter Lilies that 

will grace our sanctuary on 

Easter Morning.  

If you would like to pur-

chase a lily in honor or 

memory of a loved one, 

please fill out an order form 

available at the church on Sunday mornings or mail a 

check to the church office by April 9th. Please make 

checks payable to West Emory Presbyterian Church and 

mark “Easter Lily.” The cost for each lily is $7.00. 

    Flower Cross  
 

On Easter Sunday you are in-

vited to bring 

spring flowers 

from your  

garden or 

from the store 

to turn our Lenten cross of 

crucifixion into a beautiful 

cross of  

resurrection.  

 

Sunday Worship Services begin at 10:30 am 

The “Monday Connection” Adult Class - 9:30 am 
 

 2—5th Sunday in Lent 

  Communion Service 

 8—Spring Clean Up Day—9 am 

 9– Palm/Passion Sunday 

  2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

  Pancake Breakfast – 9 am 

 13– Maundy Thursday Service – 7 pm 

 14– Good Friday 

 16– Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Service 

  One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

  Easter Egg Hunt  

Calendar of Events April: 4 - Matthew White-

head, 5 - Marilyn Felts and 

Arlo Atwood, 8 - Luis Porras, 

10 - Gwen Bridge, 19 -Lulu 

Atwood, 30 - Ann Rust 

We are keeping Cheryl Burton and 

her family in our prayers in the loss 

of her mother, Rowena Charles, who 

died March 23 in St. Louis as a re-

sult of a massive stroke.  
 

We also to lift up in our prayers Di 

Beck in the loss of her husband, 

Gary, who died, March 21. Gary's 

graveside military service was on 

March 28 at East Tennessee Veter-

ans Cemetery on John Sevier Highway.        Page 3 
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Our New Playground Takes Shape! 
Thanks to the hard and often muddy work of a lot of wonderful folks, we now 
have a remarkable, new playground. The children at our Child Enrichment Center 
are having a wonderful time. We appreciate the help of everyone who has made 
this new addition to our church grounds possible.  



1035 Emory Church Road@ 

Westland Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37922 

 

Phone: 865-690-5333 

www.westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 

 W e s t  E m o r y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Ministers: 
  The Congregation 
Pastor: 
  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 
Music Director: 
  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 
  Karen Cobb 

Clerk of Session: 
  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 
  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 
  Linda Whitehead 
Director of Child Enrichment Center: 
  Alicia McMillian 

                       Come join us for our  

    Annual Spring Cleaning  
at the church.  On Saturday, April 8th, we will be touching up 
the paint, tackling the flowerbeds and grounds around the church, 
tidying the kitchen, washing windows, dusting the sanctuary as 
well as whatever else needs doing. We will begin gathering around 
9:00 am or so. Bring your tools and cleaning supplies and stay as long as you can. There is some-
thing to do for all ages. Many hands make light work. Lunch will be provided. 

 Parents and Grand Parents….. 
  Have you Registered your child for  
   Camp John Knox 2017 Yet? 
 

At Camp John Knox a camper can...Play fun and crazy games, water ski, 

hold a snake, participate in engaging Bible studies, challenge them-

selves on the High Ropes Course, make new friends and explore God’s creation. Information on Sum-

mer Camps is available on the hall bulletin board at the church or check out the website for more information—

johnknoxcenter.org               




